
tions of the heart, while that of the medulla destroys them, the
opinion advanced for some years by great physiologists, that the
biain is not the only source of the nervous action, but that each
part of the nervous system takes also a part in this action, is
fully confirmed.
Analyse des travaux de l'institut impérial,pendant l'année, 1811.

M. Chaussier , correspondent and professor of the faculty of
medicine, has communicated a memoir on the dangerous dis-
ease called puerperal fever, or peritonitis. Physicians have
thought it was produced by a milky effusion, because a serous

fluid mixed with iiakes like a caseous substance has been foui.d
in the abdomen. M. Chaussier has proved that these appear-
ances are false : he cites examples of a similar disease, which
attacks men and young girls ; he shews that it is a catarrhal
disease ; he afterwards explains how the changes of constitu-
tion from pregnancy and parturition expose to it ; and what is
more important, he announces having obtained the most mark-
ed success from the employment of vapour baths and frictions
of mercurial ointment on the abdomen. Ib.

The use of vapour baths as a local and general application is
becoming very prevalent in England. It is said that " inveterate
catarrhs, chronic rheumatism, contraction of the muscles, and
stiff joints, yield to the influence of the vapour." Gout, calculi,
and tooth-ache, are also cured by it. In the petcchial fever of
this country they have been undoubtedly beneficial ; though ap-
plied in rather a coarse way. The common practice has been
to immerse billets of wood in hot water for some time, and af-
terwards to place them in the patient's bed.

White Hellebore.
Mn. Moore's conjecture respecting the composition of the

F.au Médicinale d'Husson* is admitted as highly probable by the
* See Review in last number of this work, page 97.
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